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ERRATUM 
To: M.R. Gabel and A.V. Geramita, Stable range for matrices, 
Journal of Pure and Applied Algebra 5 (1974) 97-l 12. 
Ton Vorst (Utrecht) has pointed out to us that Proposition 4.2 (2) (and conse- 
quently 4.2 (3)) is incorrect. This does not affect any of the other results in the paper. 
Keith Dennis (Ithaca) has brought to our attention that the converse of our 
Proposition 1.8 (2) appears in Vaserstein [2]. This converse can be used to provide 
another proof of our Theorem 1.6 using only Bass Stable Range Theorem and not 
the generalization due to Eisenbud and Evans. Vaserstein’s result can be used to 
omit the hypothesis, in Proposition 1.8 (4), “all stably free R-modules are free”. 
Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to record an observation by 
Wilberd van der Kallen (Utrecht) which answers the question we raised in 2.4 (3). 
Let A, = R[x~ ,..., x,1/@ X: - 1) and let u, be the unimodular row [X 1 , . . . ? x,J 
in (Any*. If IZ = 4,8 then this row is not l-stable. (These were the only values of 12 
that were in doubt after [ 1 ] .) 
Proof. We shall just give the proof for /I= 4. The proof for n = 8 is completely anal- 
ogous. We refer the reader to our paper [ 1 ] for details. 
Suppose [X1, X2, X3, X4] is l-stable, there then exist polynomials 
I;:ER[+.., 
$&xi;- 
x4], 1 <i<3,such thatu=(~~+fix~,x~+~~x~,;r~+&x~, 
1) is unimodular over R [xl, . . . , x4 1. However, [Xl, X2, ;Q, X5 , ;F4 ] is not 
l-stable in R[xl, . . . , 
x5,z~qx~- 
x~]/(Z$~ xf - 1) and so w = (xl +fl+,x2 +&4,x3 +$3x47 
1) is not unimodular in R[xl , .._, x5]. But u unimodiular (in 
R[xI 3 . . . 9 x4]) implies u is unimodular (in R[xl , . . . , x5]) and this contradiction es- 
tablishes the result. 
We are very grateful to Vorst, Dennis and van det Kallen for their interest and 
for bringing these matters to our attention. 
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